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picturesque Scotchman who had married in Virginia and as a mining engineer made and lost several fortunes. Before his death he had asked if I would look out for his only child, a motherless daughter of seventeen. I then knew this girl only slightly. She was lovely to look at, very intelligent and, like me, lonely. So we decided to take each other on faith and go to Europe together. We stayed five months. Thus began a friendship which has lasted through many years and many vicissitudes, unmarred by a single misunderstanding. Her name is Alice Gertrude, which girlhood chums had shortened to Altrude, and so she shall appear, and appear rather often, I imagine, in the pages of this story,
Altrude Gordon and I were not long running into a puzzling and amusing experience. Tiring of the crowds and the big hotels at Ostend and similar places, we consulted our trusty Baedeker to see if he recommended, or "starred", any small hotels or pensions in Brussels. Finding two stars accorded toBernard'sPrivateHotel, I telegraphed for accommodations and, receiving a favourable answer, we took a train which put us in the Belgian capital early in the afternoon.
"When we drove up in a little fiacre we thought the cabman must have gone to the wrong place, for even the street seemed deserted, the blinds in all the houses being drawn and no sign of life anywhere. But when the cab drew up in front of a large house, which was apparently closed, the front door opened and a servant advanced for our luggage and assumed charge of everything. There being no lift, we were shown up two long flights of steps to the third floor where we found charming rooms overlooking a garden. They were exquisitely dean, with dainty white curtains under gay chintz, and everything homelike and comfortable. After unstrapping our bags, the butler asked in French: "At what hour will Madame have dinner?" I replied, at eight o'clock, whereupon he bowed and withdrew.
After getting freshened up, we decided we would go for a little walk and investigate our surroundings. We opened our